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The Meeting Title : Luna County Health Council  

Date : January 27, 2022 

Time : 9:03am  

Place : Via Google Hangouts   

Facilitator  : Pauli Galin, Chair 

In Attendance : Ana Barraza, Parents as Teachers; Bala Salgado, FORWARD NM; 

Bobby Brookhouser, Luna County Treatment Court; Brenda Alvarado 

NM DOH Office of Border Health; Charmaine Sias, Driving While 

Intoxicated (DWI); Consuelo Cowder, Blue Cross/Blue Shield;  

Cristina Lopez-Gutierrez, Coalition Against Teen Substances; Cynthia 

Killough, Community Health Specialist University NM; Cruz Granado, 

Saint Joseph’s Children; Edith Vazquez, DWI Program; Izmenia 

Porras, Health Equity Program Manager; Jenifer Shafer, Extension 

Office; Joanna Vasquez, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA); 

Kerena Barron, Workforce Connection Deming; Lezley Alba, DOH; 

Louis Tavizon, Deming Police Department (DPD); Maria Pacheco, Ben 

Archer Health Center via phone 1-(575) ***-**72; Mary Anderson, 

Deming Public Schools; Mary Mackey, Keep Luna County Beautiful; 

Pauli Galin, Sherman Community Foundation; Phillip Rodriguez, Luna 

County Emergency Services; Ramon Garcia, Juvenile Probation 

Office; Susana Santillan, New Mexico Commission for Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing; Tayler Lopez, FORWARD NM; Teresa Aguilera, DWI; 

Vivienne Kelly; PMS; Yossie Nieblas, Assistant to the Count Manager 

and unknown number (575) ***-**19.  

Minutes Submitted 

By 

: Charmaine Sias 

Next Meeting : February 24, 2022 

 

Decisions: 

# Discussion 

  Welcome 

1. Welcome and Introductions (Chat Box) Pauli Galin commented on the importance for 

early screening regarding Cervical Cancer Awareness month. The Health Council recently lost 

one of our members Rebecca Sanchez.   

2. Approval of December, 2021 Minutes: Teresa Aguilera motioned to approve, motion was second by 
Mary Mackey, motion unanimously carried over. 

3. FORWARD NM  
Tayler Lopez 

Their mission is to enhance access to quality health care, particularly primary and preventative care, by 
improving the supply and distribution of health care professionals through community-academic 
partnerships. The model for FORWARD NM for communities was presented known as “Grow your Own”. 
The model consists of five stages. Stage 1: Encourage students to enter health fairs. Stage 2: Support 

those students through undergraduate education. Stage 3: Expand Graduate and Resident experiences 
for many health career disciplines in rural and underserved areas. Stage 4: Recruit and retain 
healthcare professionals in high needs areas –Develop local faculty. Stage 5: Support improvements in 
Health Professional policy and program increase supply and access. Tayler Lopez showed a map for 
FORWARD NM AHEC service area which are: Catron, Grant, Luna and Hidalgo. The Dream Makers Health 
careers programs stimulate student’s grade 6th through 12th to pursue health related careers. The 

program highlights numerous healthcare professions and collage requirements, and the important roles 
of health disparities and diversity in healthcare. The participants have the opportunity to listen to and 
interact with professionals of a variety of health disciplines who share their experiences and knowledge 
with them. There is a field trip to the University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center and a final  
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3. graduation ceremony. The students will obtain hands-on experience. The Dream Makers Program is 
being offered at: Silver High School, Cobre High School and Aldo Middle School and working to recruit 
another high school. If anyone knows of a high school that may be interested and presenters, contact 

Bala or Tayler. The Health Careers 101 program is designed to give students the basic information they 
need to know about healthcare careers, and what to do if they want to go into healthcare. The students 
are offered statistics, tips and some educational videos on many different healthcare careers. There are 
currently 165 students and looking to recruit more students. The AHEC scholars program is a federally 
funded, nationwide initiative to address shortages in health professionals. Offered to college students. 
New Mexicans need providers to close the gaps in emergency medical care, nursing, pharmacy, lab 

technician services. The AHEC scholar program provides leadership, knowledge, skills to improve 
primary care practice and collaborative training. Tayler Lopez provided the requirements and benefits in 
becoming AHEC scholar. These programs offer continuing education such as: (QPR) Question, Persuade, 
Refer, this is a suicide prevention training. LUPUS education training offers symptoms of lupus and how 
to talk to your doctor. Chronic Disease management will be provided in the future. Ce credits are 

offered to Community Health Workers, and all participants receive a certificate of completion. There is a 
one day event annual conference in science and math for 6th to 8th grade for girls to encourage and 

empower women to pursue education careers in technology, mathematics and STEM education is also, 
supported. Pauli Galin asked if most of these programs take place in Silver City and if there is 
transportation available. Bala responded the services they offer are for the four counties, Luna County 
being one of them. They had a program at Red Mountain Middle school, however the teacher who 
hosted the program retired. They are looking for a new sponsor teacher. There is a club at the high 
school. There is career presentation still ongoing in Luna County due, to COVID it been a difficult 
presenting in the schools. They have also, collaborated with the food bank and passed out face masks, 

hand sanitizer and educational material in English and Spanish regarding proper hand washing. Pauli 
Galin mentioned the Health Council is planning a Health Fair in the near future. For more information 
contact Bauldelia Salgado at bsalgado@chi-phi.org Tayler Lopez at tlopez@chi-phi.org or 
forwardnm@chi-phi.org 
  

4. Rural Networking Behavioral  

Health Planning  
Mary Mackey 
Mary Mackey is the Community Liaison for Luna County and Keep Luna County Beautiful. Luna County is 
collaborating with The Center for Health Innovations and The Health Resources and Service 
Administration. The Center for Health Innovations was awarded a $4000.00 grant for each county, for 
the purpose of expanding the behavioral health network in 4 rural counties: Grant, Luna, Rio Arriba and 

Sierra County. The purpose is to develop a plan for justice-related County behavioral health 
partnerships. Complete an environmental scan and a partnership matrix. Address what is needed for 
each local partnership to expand and thrive. Work to locate and apply for additional funding for the four 
counties and continued project work, from HRSA and other services. The meetings began in September 
with the four counties and monthly meetings with stake holders to address the needs for each 
community.  The Health Resources and Service Administration have opportunities for a grant for a 3 
year period for $75,000.00 to $80,000.00 to hire a CHW, SE, and CPSW. Mary Mackey commented 

through the meetings held by the Health Council there has been some of the issues identified in the 
community. Mary Mackey went over the goals for the Health Council which go with the standards 

requirements for the grants. Build the justice-based behavioral health local network system, services 
and state collaborative. Work with state leaders to address the systemic policy, funding and common 
core educational issues to create positive changes. Expand recruitment and retention of CHW, CSW and 
CPSW staff in all four networks. Ensure cross-training of staff in at least one other area through 

partnerships. She presented 3 questions from the Health Council. Where would they be working? Mary 
Mackey commented where you would see this person working to their full potential.  What types of 
service would they provide? Peer support, resource or social work. What impact do you expect them to 
make with their work? Mary Mackey commented keep in mind it’s a 3 year grant and the long term 
impact. What services provided would everyone like to see? Mary Mackey commented one of the issues 
is housing for people. Edith Vazquez commented Captain Brown and her were discussing, when people 
get out of jail they have nowhere to go. The people getting out of jail need someone to inform them 

how, where and shown where other resources are offered in the community to reduce recidivism. Edith 
Vazquez explained this is where a CHW could help the person. There was a comment to establish a 
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Certified Behavioral Health Clinic to address the needs such as housing, behavioral health, mental 
health and resources people need. Pauli Galin asked if someone wants to support a Certified Behavioral 
Health Clinic who would they write to. Mary Mackey responded send the letters to her and she will 

forward them to The Center of Health Innovations for the master plan. For more information contact 
Mary Mackey 575-543-6625 Mary_mackey@lunacountynm.us  

5. Program Updates: Lezley Alba from DOH announced in Socorro, there is a Wellness Program. The 
CHW’s have track phones for referrals from the schools, detention center, clinics and the hospital. This 
helps people because it gives them someone to call that could provide resources. The CHW’s also did 

COVID checkups. Lezley Alba suggested to look into a program like the Wellness Program for Luna 
County. Pauli Galin mentioned Lincoln has a similar program with social workers. The information will be 
forward to Mary Mackey at mary_mackey@lunacountynm.us to present to the Health Council Members.   
 

6. Announcements: Izmenia Porras introduced herself as the Health Equity Program Manager. The Health 
Council Members, welcomed Izmenia. Edith Vazquez announced Izmenia officially starts 2/7/22. 

Vivienne Kelly introduced herself from PMS, she is a nurse practitioner. Consuelo Chowder 

from Blue Cross/Blue Shield commented that she is very excited about the 3 year grant. She 

would like to collaborate in future Health Fairs, provide free resources and obtain a fact sheet. 

A tribal meeting will be coming up. Edith Vazquez posted in the chat several job positions and 

Border Partners is looking for a general manager. Mary Mackey announced C.H.A.N.C.E.S will 

have a fund raiser event on February 26, 2022. She is selling tickets and Edith, Desa also are 

selling tickets. The program Helping Women Recover will be hosting  a 17 week course in 

Spanish and English. If anyone is interested contact Mary Mackey. Pauli Galin mentioned the 

C.H.A.N.C.E.S program is a non-profit program that provides funding to screen woman who 

are pregnant or think they may be pregnant for alcohol or substance use and inform them of 

the dangers the fetus may sustain. Edith Vazquez announced a flu and COVID vaccine clinic 

will be held on 2/28/22 at the Courthouse Pavilion from 1:00pm – 4:00pm and there will be 

distribution of rapid COVID tests. The CHW workplan community meeting will be hosted soon, 

the date is to be determined. Edith Vazquez will be notifying members via email; this meeting 

will be possibly held on a Friday. The CHW workplan will be hybrid if anyone will like to 

participate, however, lunch will be provided. Jennifer Shafer announced the Luna County 

Extension office will be hosting a class Kitchen Creations Class online for 4 weeks in the 

evening and the dates are to be determined. This class will come with a reference guide for 

health eating for diabetes or prediabetes. Mary Mackey announced she is looking for groups 

that are interested in earning some funds by picking up trash around the community for the 

Keep Luna County Beautiful program and also, people who need to complete community 

service. There are several trash pickups scheduled for this year. If any groups are interested 

contact Mary Mackey at mary_mackey@lunacountynm.us .The Community Coalition meeting 

will be held 2/2/22 at noon at La Fonda Restaurant. Susana Santillan announced from the 

New Mexico Commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community providing resources and 

equipment for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Contact Susana Santillan at 

Susana.Santillan@state.nm.us phone (575) 202-2814. February is Breast and Cervical Cancer 

awareness month.  

7. Next Meeting February 24, 2022    

8. Adjourn: 9:58am 

 

Action Items: 

# Action Item Owner Status Due Date Comments 

1  Next Health Council Meeting  All  02/24/22  

2 Workgroups  Members Pending    

3 Health Equity Committee  All  Pending   
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